FREEDOM FOR THE 

28 BASQUE YOUNG ACTIVISTS 

-manifesto-
We are once again facing a rough situation in the Basque Country. The Spanish National Court will begin the trial against 28 Basque young activists on Monday. Most of them denounced they had been tortured while held in incommunicado detention and they had also been forced to sign self-incriminating statements. They face six years of prison. It is the moment to call for disobedience before unjust laws.

Before them many more young people have been imprisoned for the same reason. The Spanish authorities keep creating suffering when the Basque society is making a historic effort to get a just peace and finish with all the suffering. Nowadays there are more than 200 people awaiting trial in the Basque Country for being members of community and political organizations, other two people have just been sentenced to two years of jail just because of making political graffities at the last General Strike, other 4 people are at risk of going to jail because of an opinion-letter they wrote for a newspaper. Spain is shameful. 
But people are getting organized, and human walls are being created to defend our friends. Enough is enough. It is not fair that so many young people are being stolen such precious years of their lives and that so much pain is being inflicted upon their beloved ones for the only reason of their political beliefs. 

This trial makes no sense. Not juridical sense, neither any political sense. Not at least in the Basque Country. This trial is completely unjust. Last June this same Court of Exception acquitted 40 Basque young activists, admitting they didn't have any proof against them to say they were members of the terrorist organization, and somehow the even admitted they had been tortured as they had clearly said. And now they want to continue making people suffer and use the exact same accusations against this 28 young people. When will this nightmare get to an end?

The answer is in our hands. 

What do we suggest?
We have to finish with the political trials. That is the objective. 
The majority of the Basque society we have repeatedly demanded that we want a democratic solution for the political conflict. That political trials based in unjust laws are completely out of place. It is sadly clear that the Spanish State want to ruin this peace opportunity. But even being laws used against us, we are on the side of justice, and that is more powerful. We have firmly chosen to work for the solution and they know it.

We have to empower the human wall. We have to continue giving steps to the front.

The Basque society is learning from every experience against political trials. There are more and more of us every time who believe that we have to finish with this situation. We are building really powerful human walls. We have to make the detention moment more difficult every time, because that is the only way to finish with this.

1- Some of us will go to Madrid to denounce that this trial is a complete farce. Many will have to share a room with the torturers and listen to their lies. That is unacceptable.
2- Some of us won’t go to the trial. We won’t move from here. We will stay here, protected by our people, like in the previous experiences of human walls in Donostia, Ondarroa, Pamplona... In order to take a step forward in the Basque peace process, we have to solve these kind of structural problems. We know that they want to arrest us for being here, but this is our contribution to the solution of the conflict. It is the time for the human wall and we will need everyone's help.

Everyone's contribution will be needed to solve the Basque political conflict. Every help is welcome. So, if you help us spread our voice, write it on the net, inform your local media, etc. We would be really grateful. 

It is the time to get united and work together. We have another chance to answer back as a country. 

We will win. 

Basque Country,

September, 2014.

